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Whereas Stephen Hawking and Kip Thorne firmly befieve
that information swallowed by a black hole is forever hidden
from the outside universe, and can never be revealed even
as the black hole evaporates and completely disappears,

And whoreas lohn Preskill firmly believes that a mecha-
nism for the information to be released by the ovaporating
black hole must and will be found in the correct theary of
quantum gravity,

Therefore Preskill offers, and Hawking/ Thorne accept, a
wager that:

When an initial pure quantum state undergoes gravita-
tional collapse to form a black hole, the final state at the
end of black hole evaporation will always be a pure quan-
tum state,

The loser(s) will reward the winner{s) with an encyclope-
dia of the winner's choice, from which information can be
recoverad at will.
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Pasadena, California, 6 February 1997
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